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Welcome to the first edition of what will be a regular newsletter to all our friends in Bermuda. We will be sending a 

newsletter every six months to help you stay in touch with all the latest ISIS activities and events.   

 

This year, ISIS celebrates 16 years of working to support the most vulnerable communities in Nepal and Uganda. 

ISIS has thrived because of the kindness and generosity of the many supporters and volunteers who have given 

time, skills and resources. Many, many people deserve huge credit for what ISIS has achieved over this time, not 

least our wonderful Bermudian supporters, and for that reason, we dedicate this newsletter to you all. 

  

Many of you have supported our work through KatKids over the past eight years. We wanted to give you an update 

on where things are at with KatKids.  Like so many other things, organisations evolve and change. Until now, 

KatKids and ISIS had an exclusive financial partnership ï all money raised by KatKids went to The ISIS Foundation. 

KatKids has now decided to raise money for other non-profits in Bermuda as well as ISIS.   

 

In eight years, KatKids has raised more than $1 

million for our work. Thank you so much ð what a 

brilliant effort! We are delighted that KatKids still 

wants to raise money for ISIS and look forward to 

seeing how they evolve in the years ahead.  

 

It is important that our Bermuda supporters 

understand that ISIS and KatKids are now two 

separate organisations, working in our own unique 

ways to tackle poverty, and that money donated to 

KatKids may now be allocated to other 

organisations, as well as ISIS.  

 

We hope you enjoy this first newsletter. Please contact us if you have any questions or suggestions

(info@isisgroup.org). We would love to see you if you want to drop into our Bermuda office at ISIS Funds Services 

Ltd, Penboss Building, 50 Parliament Street, Hamilton. We will be hosting a ISIS open house there on the evening of 

Thursday 20th February  and weôd love to see you all! Thanks to all our Bermuda friends and best wishes for the 

year to come. 

 Susan Biggs 

Chief 

Executive Www.isisgroup.org 

mailto:info@isisgroup.org


ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

The life-saving work of The ISIS Foundation in Uganda 

and Nepal has been recognised in Australia with the 

announcement of an honorary Order of Australia for 

founder and Chair Audette Exel. 

The AO was awarded for service to humanity through 

the establishment of the ISIS Group to provide 

specialist care to women and children in Uganda and 

Nepal. 

ñThe ISIS Foundation is the product of the dreams and 

hard work of thousands of people, and it has been a 

privilege to work with all of them,ò said Audette. 

ñThis work has enhanced my world beyond measure. In my lucky life, I have worked with extraordinary people in the 

developing world who are almost always unsung heroes. For me, this award recognises all those people.ò 

The award will be presented at an official ceremony soon. Congratulations Audette and all the ISIS team members, 

financial partners and supporters who stand beside her! 

READY, SET, GO é  

 

One of the most intriguing stories behind the 2014 Bermuda 

International Marathon was that of Andrew OôBrien, a newcomer to 

distance running who has set himself a global challenge of heroic 

proportions. 

Andrew  crossed the finish line of last month's Bermuda race in 34th 

place, as part of his plan to run 12 marathons in 12 months to raise 

money for The ISIS Foundation. Andrew works as an actuary in London 

for Aspen, the international reinsurance and insurance group with an 

office in Bermuda. Aspen is a major ISIS partner, supporting our work in 

Uganda. 

Andrew set his ambitious goal after visiting Kiwoko Hospital, in rural 

Uganda, to experience first-hand the work done through Aspenôs 

partnership with The ISIS Foundation.  

ñI was so inspired by the strength of character and determination of the 

people I met there that I set myself the challenge of running 12 

marathons in 12 months,ò he said.  

ñAs a newbie to running, this has been a huge personal challenge but, 

after witnessing the daily struggles faced by women and children living 

in poverty, I feel compelled to help in whatever way I can. 

Since June last year, Andrew has run marathons in Norway, Switzerland, Berlin, New England, New York and 

Singapore. He has also returned to Kiwoko Hospital to run a marathon through the Ugandan bush.   

If you would like to help Andrew reach his goal of raising Ã10,000, please visit: www.justgiving.com/ISIS12in12    

https://www.justgiving.com/ISIS12in12


PROJECT UPDATES 

ISIS has worked in Nepal since 1998, in the capital, Kathmandu, and in 

Humla, a remote and highly disadvantaged region in the country's north-

west. ISIS supports development projects that are led by the community, 

strengthening the capacity of local people. We believe that long-term 

sustainable support, in partnership with local communities, carries the 

greatest benefit for children and their families. Projects have included alternative technology, remote mobile 

healthcare services and anti-trafficking initiatives in Humla, plus the emergency relief, rescue, care and rehabilitation 

of trafficked children. 

In 1998, ISIS began working in Uganda, in the Nakaseke district, part of the 

Luwero Triangle, which was devastated by civil war in the 1970s and ó80s. 

We partnered with a rural hospital, Kiwoko Hospital, to support a community 

of 500,000 in the area around the hospital. In partnership with local 

communities, we deliver long-term sustainable support in community 

healthcare, specialised newborn care and maternal health. We also work 

with people living with HIV/AIDS and manage a project that helps rehabilitate 

former street children.  

¶ 305 children, 65% girls, are now enrolled at Yalbang school in Humla through the efforts of Himalayan Children 

Society  

¶ More than 8,000 people received free healthcare at Himalayan Medical Foundation clinics around Kathmandu 

¶ 1,021 Humli people were provided with healthcare support by a Tibetan medicine practitioner  

¶ 113 children received education, healthcare and family support from Hands in Outreach  

¶ 39% of the 136 trafficked children rescued in 2006 have been reintegrated with their parents or have 

graduated from the programme 

¶ More than 100 women received free legal support and counselling through The Womenôs Foundation  

¶ 53 children of single-parent families received counselling and educational support through The Himalayan 

Innovative Society  

¶ The Community Based Health Care (CBHC) team travelled 27,000km to service 44 villages each month 

¶ 4,896 children were immunised through CBHC  

¶ More than 3,500 parents attended safe-motherhood clinics in the community 

¶ 2,160 mothers were admitted to the maternity ward to give birth or for complications associated with pregnancy 

¶ 1,488 babies were born in the maternity ward  

¶ 515 babies were admitted to the neonatal intensive care unit  

¶ More than 800 adults and children living with HIV received medicines to treat opportunistic infections 

¶ 26 former street children received care and education through the Ebenezer Boys programme 

highlights from janUARY to September 2013 

highlights from January to September 2013 



Stories from the field  

SCHOOL GIVES DERVArSI A FLYING START 

Dervarsi had a tough start to life. His father disowned him at birth and lied 

about his paternal relationship in front of village elders, leaving Dervarsiôs 

mother as his sole charge and Dervarsi stateless.  

His mother raised him until he was three years old, when she married 

another man. Dervarsi was left in the care of his uncle and grandparents. 

Despite being abandoned, Dervarsi was raised with love, care and 

affection. 

At age six, Dervarsi enrolled in the village school. Like many remote 

schools, it struggled to attract and keep quality teachers. 

The inconsistency in teacher supply means students struggle to develop a 

strong relationship with their teachers and thrive in the classroom. For 

students like Dervarsi, who was abandoned at an early age, receiving a  

quality education from unreliable, ever-changing teachers is close to 

impossible. 

Just after Dervarsi turned eight, his grandparents heard about the high-quality education at Yalbang School, run by 

the Himalayan Children Society. With support from The Himalayan Innovative Society, Dervarsi was enrolled in the 

school hostel and began attending classes. This made a huge difference in Dervarsiôs life.  

ñIn my village there was no one to guide us, 

but here we study in the morning and 

evening,ò he said.  

ñNow, at school, the teachers teach us and 

guide us when we find something difficult.  

ñWhen we get sick we have a hospital very 

close to us and we have no difficulties.ò 

Dervarsi, and many other children like him, 

are happy to have reliable schooling, safe 

accommodation and access to quality 

healthcare ð without having to move far 

from their families. 

Being a single parent is extremely difficult in Nepal, particularly for single mothers who are shunned for not 

following cultural norms. The children of single parents are alienated from their communities and excluded from 

political life as Nepal does not recognise maternal lineage as a basis for citizenship. Thousands of Nepali boys 

and girls without fathers are rendered stateless. Without citizenship papers, they are ineligible for jobs, cannot 

own property or get a passport.  

 

Through our partnership with The Himalayan Innovative Society (THIS), The ISIS Foundation works to protect 

these vulnerable children who are at high risk of being trafficked . THIS works with the Himalayan Children 

Society in Humla to give the children access to quality education and healthcare.   

 

Below is the story of Dervarsi, whose life has been changed by this partnership.  


