
Adara Partners was engaged by the Football Federation of Australia (FFA) to advise on the 

tender and negotiation process for the Company’s broadcast rights

Adara Partners – tender and negotiation advisor
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“[The deal has] now entrenched [soccer] as a mainstream 

Australian sport.

Our game has never seen a deal of this magnitude 

before.

This six-year agreement gives us the certainty to continue 

to implement our strategy to grow the Hyundai A-League 

and the Westfield W-League and invest in grassroots 

football development and the women’s game.”

Steven Lowy, Former FFA Chairman 

(December 2016)

Snapshot

• November 2016 – August 2017

• Bid process conducted for Pay-TV (PTV) and Free-

to-Air (FTA) broadcast rights to (among others) A-

League, W-League, Socceroos Matildas matches

• Adara Partners, led by Matthew Grounds AM and 

Guy Fowler, designed and executed the bid 

process, then supported bid evaluation and 

contract negotiations

• Successfully drove competitive tension while 

managing pre-emptive rights and achieved a strong 

financial outcome for the FFA

• Achieved a record 6-year $346m PTV deal and 2-

year FTA deal 

Adara provided the following services

• Transaction process design and strategy

• Bid documentation preparation – e.g. process letters and offer 

forms

• Offer evaluation and contract negotiation

• Detailed evaluation and recommendations

• Advice to the FFA during negotiation with preferred bidders

Outcomes

• A record 6-year, $346m ($57.6m per year) pay-TV broadcast 

deal with Fox Sports and Foxtel ($310m cash and $36m contra 

payments), achieving a longer tenor and higher value 

arrangement for the FFA

• Long-term partnership with Fox Sports supported the FFA’s 

growth targets, providing certainty to support the FFA’s 

investment in the A-League, W-League and grassroots football

• A 2-year FTA deal with Network Ten and Fox Sports to 

broadcast Socceroos matches, and 27 home and away A-

League matches and 5 finals, building fan support for the game



Collectively our Panel Members have advised over 90% of the ASX100 and have worked on many of the 

largest and most critical transactions in Australia’s corporate history. Adara Partners ‘services are not 

limited to the ASX100 – our Panel Members have worked on a range of public and private corporate 

engagements, providing our clients with their expertise, through wise counsel, financial and strategic advice 
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Disclaimer: This document has been prepared by Adara Partners (Australia) Pty. Limited, (“Adara Partners”), Authorised Representative of Adara Advisors Pty. Limited AFSL 415611. This document includes only a select

summary of information and does not, and does not purport to, contain all information which you may require or desire in deciding whether, or on what terms, to proceed with any course of action or transaction. Specific advice,

including financial advice, should be obtained in respect of any particular matter. Further, you should also obtain such other professional advice relative to matters on which Adara Partners does not provide advice, such as tax,

legal, regulatory and accounting matters, in your consideration of the matters outlined in this document.

The information contained in this document may have been compiled from data providers to which we subscribe and/or from public sources that are believed to be reliable, such as company filings and annual reports and/or from

information provided by you. Whilst Adara Partners believes the information in this document to be reliable, and that opinions expressed are reasonably held, no warranty is given as to the accuracy or completeness of such

information or reasonableness of such opinions and persons relying on this information do so at their own risk. To the maximum extent permissible by law, none of Adara Partners, Adara Advisors Pty. Limited, or their respective

officers, employees, secondees and volunteers (“Adara Parties”) shall be liable (whether in contract, tort or otherwise and whether or not any Adara Parties have been negligent) for any direct or indirect loss, damage or costs

which may be suffered by any recipient using this document or relying on anything contained in or omitted from this document.

Our Panel Members provide their time and expertise pro bono. All profits are donated to Adara Development, 

Adara’s not-for-profit arm that delivers services directly to more than 50,000 people living in poverty each year in 

Uganda and Nepal, and touches countless more through knowledge sharing
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